TITLE 6  SEWAGE WORKS

CHAPTER 60:  TOWN SEWAGE RATES
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60.01 DEFINITIONS

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this ordinance shall be as follows:

(1.) BOARD means the Town Board or any duly authorized officials acting in its behalf.

(2) BOD (or Biochemical Oxygen Demand) means the quantity of oxygen expressed in milligrams per liter utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures in five (5) days at twenty (20) degrees centigrade.

(3) DEBT SERVICE COSTS means the average annual principal and interest payments on all outstanding revenue bonds or other long-term capital debt.

(4) EXCESSIVE STRENGTH SURCHARGE means an additional charge, which is billed, to users for treating sewage wastes with an average strength in excess of “normal domestic sewage”.

(5) INDUSTRIAL WASTES means the wastewater discharges from industrial, trade or business processes as distinct from employee wastes or wastes from sanitary conveniences.

(6) NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) PERMIT means a permit issued under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System for discharge of wastewater to the navigable waters of the United States pursuant to Section 402 of Public Law 92-500.

(7) NORMAL DOMESTIC SEWAGE (for the purpose of determining surcharges) means waste water or sewage having an average daily concentration as follows:

BOD not more than 200 mg/l

Suspended Solids not more than 220mg/l

As defined by origin, wastewater from segregated domestic and/or sanitary convenience as distinct from wastes from industrial processes.

(8) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE COSTS includes all costs, direct and indirect, necessary to provide adequate wastewater collection, transport and treatment on a continuing basis and produce discharges to receiving waters that conform with all related Federal, State and Town requirements.  (These costs include replacement).

(9) OTHER SERVICE CHARGES means tap charges, connection charges, area charges, and other identifiable charges, other than user charges, debt service charges and excessive strength surcharges.

(10) REPLACEMENT COSTS  means expenditures for obtaining and installing equipment, accessories or appurtenances which are necessary during the useful life of the treatment works equipment to maintain the capacity and performance for which such works were designed and constructed.

(11) S. S. (Suspended Solids) means solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in, water, sewage, or liquids and which are removable by laboratory filtering.

(12) SEWAGE means the combination of liquid and water-carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants and institutions, including polluted cooling water, and identified in Chapter 51 of this code as sanitary sewage, industrial sewage and combined sewage.

(13) USER CHARGE means a charge levied on users of the wastewater treatment works for the cost of operation and maintenance of those works pursuant to Section 204 (b) of Public Law 92-500.

(14) USER CLASS means the division of wastewater treatment customers by source, function, waste characteristics, and process or discharge similarities (i.e., residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and governmental).

A. Residential User means a user of the treatment works whose premises or building is used primarily as a residence for one (1) or more persons, including all dwelling units.

B. Commercial User means an establishment involved in a commercial enterprise, business or service which, based on a determination by the Town, discharges primarily segregated domestic wastes or wastes from sanitary conveniences. 

C. Institutional User means as establishment involved in a social, charitable, religious, or educational function, which, based on a determination by the Town, discharges primarily segregated domestic waste or wastes from sanitary conveniences.

D. Governmental User means a federal, state or local government user of the Town wastewater treatment works.

E. Industrial User means a manufacturing or processing facility that discharges industrial waste to a publicly owned treatment works.

(15) SEPTIC TANK HAULERS means any private individuals or business, whether incorporated or unincorporated, who are involved in the primary business of hauling untreated sewage from any residential or commercial users utilizing private septic tanks which are not connected to any city or town sewage treatment system.

(Ord 8-1986l adopted 10-13-86)

60.02 RATES AND CHARGES

(1) A person whose premise is serviced by the sewage works shall be charged for the services provided.  The Charges shall be established for each user class so that the sewage works shall recover revenue from each user and user class, which is proportional to the user’s use of the treatment, works in terms of volume and load.  The Town shall levy user charges to defray the cost of operation and maintenance, including replacement, of the treatment works.  User charges shall be uniform in magnitude within a user class.

(2) User charges are subject to the rules and regulations adopted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency and published in the Federal Register on September 27, 1989 (43 CFR 44022).  Replacement costs, which are recovered through the system of user charges, shall be based on the expected useful life of the sewage works equipment.

60.03 COLLECTIONS OF RATES AND CHARGES

The Town shall collect the following rates and charges from the owner of each lot or parcel of real estate connected to the sanitary system, or which discharges sanitary sewage, industrial waste, water, or other liquids, either directly or indirectly, into the Town sanitary sewage system, for the services rendered by the sewage works. 

(1) The sewage rates and charges shall be based on the quantity of water used on or in the property of the premises subject to the rates and charges, as measured by the water meter on the premises, plus a base charge based on the size of the water meter installed, except as provided in this Code section. The water meter shall be read monthly for the purpose of billing and collecting the charges for sewage services.  Each user shall be billed each month or for a period equaling a month.  The water usage schedule on which the rates and charges are determined shall be:

ALL CLASS I USERS

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

INSTITUTIONAL

GOVERNMENTAL AND

INDUSTRIAL

TREATMENT RATE PER 1000 GALLONS OF USAGE PER MONTH:

First 2,000 Gallons



$3.87 per thousand gallons

All over 2,000 Gallons


$6.68
Plus base rate per month:
5/8” – ¾ Meter 



$ 19.20
1”





$ 27.30
1 ¼”





$ 35.40

1 ½”





$ 45.05
2”





$ 67.55
3”




           $137.95
4”




           $334.00

6”




           $507.40
(2) The monthly charge for users of the sewage works who are un-metered water users or for whom accurate meter readings are not available shall be determined by equivalent single family dwelling units, except as provided in this Code Section.  The Town shall render sewage bills once each month, or for a period equaling a month.  The rate and charges shall be:

RESIDENTIAL:

Single Family residence/unit


$46.95
6O.04  TOWN SUBJECTED TO SAME RATES & CHARGES

The Town shall be subject to the same rates and charges as other users, or to rates and charges established in harmony with the fee schedule of this Code section, for services rendered to it by the sewage works under this Code section.

60.05  MONITORING INDUSTRIAL WASTE

A user who requires the sewage work to process industrial wastes shall be charged not less than Fifty Dollars ($50) so that the Town may recover the cost of monitoring the industrial wastes.  This charge may be reviewed as other charges are reviewed under this Code section.

60.06   WASTE OBTAINED FROM OTHER SOURCES

The quantity of water discharged into the Town sanitary sewerage system and obtained from sources other than the utility that serves the Town shall be determined by the Town in a manner the Town reasonably elects and the sewage service shall be billed at the rate set under subsection 60.05.  However, the Town may make proper allowances in determining the sewage bill for quantities of water shown on the records to be consumed, but which are also shown to the satisfaction of the Town not to have entered the sanitary sewerage system.

60.07  MEASURE SEWAGE DISCHARGE

If a lot, parcel of real estate or building discharging sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids into the Town sanitary sewerage system, either directly or indirectly, is not a user of water supplied by the Town water utility, and the water used on the premises is not measured by a water meter, or is measured by a water meter not acceptable to the Town, then the amount of water used shall be otherwise measured or determined by the Town.  To ascertain the rate or charge provided in this Code section, the owner or other interested party shall at that person’s expense, install and maintain meters, weirs, volumetric measuring devices or any adequate and approved method of measurement acceptable to the Town to determine sewage discharge.

60.08  WATER SUPPLIED BY TOWN AND OTHER SOURCES

If a lot, parcel of real estate or building discharging sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids into the Town sanitary sewerage system, either directly or indirectly, is a user of water supplied by the Town water utility, and is also a user of water from another source which is not measured by a water meter or is measured by a meter not acceptable to the Town, then the amount of water used shall be otherwise measured or determined by the Town.  To ascertain the rates or charges, the owner or other interested parties shall, at that person’s expense, install and maintain meters, weirs, volumetric measurement, acceptable to the Town for the determination of sewage discharges.

60.09  TWO OR MORE PARCELS LOTS ON ONE WATER METER

If two (2) or more residential lots, parcels of real estate, or buildings discharging sanitary sewage, water or other liquids into the Town sanitary sewerage system, either directly or indirectly, are users of water and the quantity of water is measured by a single water meter, then in each case, for billing purposes, the quantity of water used shall be average for each user and the base charges and the flow rates and charges applied to each of the number of residential lots, parcels of real estate or building served through the single water meter

60.010  DWELLING UNITS,MOBILE HOMES & APARTMENTS ON ONE METER

If two (2) or more dwelling units such as mobile homes, apartments, or housekeeping rooms discharging sanitary sewage, water or other liquids, into the Town sanitary sewerage system, either directly or indirectly, are users of water and the quantity of water is measured by a single water meter, then billing shall be for single service under this Code section, except that the minimum bill shall not be less than the number of dwelling units times a base rate per month of Nine Dollars and Ninety Cents ($9.90).  For mobile home courts, the number of dwelling units’ means the total number of mobile home spaces available for rent plus any other dwelling units served through the meter.  A dwelling unit means a room or other space in which cooking facilities are provided.
60.011   USES MORE THAN 25,000 GALLONS OF WATER PER MONTH

If a lot, parcel or real estate or building

A. Discharges sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids into the Town sanitary sewerage systems, either directly or indirectly;

B. Uses more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons of water per month; and

C. The owner of the property can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Town that a portion of water as measured by a water meter cannot enter the sanitary sewage system.

The owner or other interested party shall, at that person’s expense, install and maintain meters, weirs, volumetric measuring devices or any adequate and approved method of measurement acceptable to the Town to determine sewage discharge.

60.012    SUMMER SEWAGE RATE

So that the single family domestic and residential user of sewage service will not be penalized for sprinkling lawns during the months of June, July, and August, the billing for sewage for those months shall be based on the average water usage for the previous December through May.  If the average water usage for that six (6) months period is greater than the water usage for the summer month, then the billing for the sewage services will be computed on the actual water used in the month for which the sewage service bill is being rendered.  This special rate is applicable only for domestic or residential sewage services as applicable to the parcel or real estate or building, which are partially or wholly used for commercial or industrial purposes.  The owner may separate the water served through a separate meter and if the owner does so, the water usage as registered by the water meter serving that portion of the premises used for residential purposes qualifies for the sprinkling rate.

60.013   STRONGER-THAN-NORMAL SEWAGE DISCHARGED

So that the rates and charges may be justly and equitably adjusted to the service rendered to user, the Town shall base its charges not only on the volume, but also on the strength and character of the stronger-than-normal sewage and wastes which it is required to treat and dispose of.  The Town shall require the user to treat and dispose of.  The Town shall require the user to determine the strength and content of all sewage and wastes discharges, either directly or indirectly into the sanitary sewage system, in the manner and method the Town deems practical in the case, to determine the proper charge.  The user shall furnish a central sampling point available to the Town at all times.

60.014    SURCHARGES FOR S. S. & BOD

Normal sewage domestic waste strength may not exceed a biochemical oxygen demand of 220 mg. Per liter of fluid or suspended solids in excess of 220 mg. Per liter of fluid or phosphorous in excess of 2.5 mg. Per liter of fluid.  Additional charges of treating stronger than normal domestic waste shall be on the following basis:

A. Rate Surcharge Based upon Suspended Solids:  The Town shall levy an additional charge of nineteen cents ($0.19) per pound of suspended solids for suspended solids received in excess of two hundred twenty (220) milligrams per liter of liquid.

B. Rate Surcharge Based upon BOD:  The Town shall levy an additional charge of nineteen cents ($0.19) per pound of biochemical oxygen demand for BOD received in excess of two hundred twenty (220) milligrams per liter of fluid.

C. Rate Discharge Based upon Phosphorous Concentration:  The Town shall levy an additional charge of eighty-two cents ($0.82) per pound of phosphorous received in excess of 2.5 mg. Per liter of fluid.

60.15  TESTING FOR SUSPENDED SOLIDS

The rates and charges shall be prepared, billed and collected by the Town as provided by State Law and this Code Section.

1. The rates and charges for all users shall be prepared and billed monthly.  Once each year, each user shall be notified of the proportion of the total billing charged for operation, maintenance and replacement for that user during the preceding year.

2. The rates and charges may be billed to the tenant occupying the properties served, unless otherwise requested in writing by the owner.  This billing does not relieve the owner from the liability if payment is not made as required under this code section.  The owner of a property served, which is occupied by a tenant or tenants, may examine the Town collection records to determine if a bill has been paid by the tenant.  This examination may be made at the office at which the records are kept during the hours that the office is open for business

3. All rates and charges not paid when due are delinquent.  A penalty of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the rates and charges attaches to all delinquent rates and charges.  All rates and charges shall be paid not later than twenty (20) days after the date of mailing of the bill.

60.016   BILLING OF CHARGES

The rate and charges shall be prepared, billed and collected by the Town as provided by State Law and this Code Section.

1. The rates and charges for all users shall be prepared and billed monthly.  One each year, each user shall be notified of the proportion of the total billing charged for operation, maintenance and replacement for that user during the preceding year.

2. The rates and charges may be billed to the tenant occupying the properties served, unless otherwise requested in writing by the owner.  This billing does not relieve the owner from the liability if payment is not made as required under this Code section.  The owner of a property served, which is occupied by a tenant or tenants, may examine the Town Collection records to determine if a bill has been paid by the tenant.  This examination may be made at the office at which the records are kept during the hours that the office is open for business.

3. All rates and charges not paid when due are delinquent.  A penalty of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the rates or charges attaches to all delinquent rates and charges.  All rates and charges shall be paid not later than twenty (20) days after the date of mailing of the bill.

60.17  RATE STUDY

So that the rates and charges for sewage services may remain fair and equitable and in proportion to the cost of providing services to each user and user class, the Town shall cause a study to be made by May 26, 1985.  This study shall include an analysis of the costs associated with the treatment of excessive strength effluents from industrial users, volume and delivery flow rate characteristics attributed to the various users or user classes, the financial position of the sewage works and the adequacy of its revenue to provide reasonable funds for the operation and maintenance, replacements, debt service requirements and capital improvements to the waste treatment systems.  The Town shall, on a biennial basis, and within a reasonable period of time following the normal accounting period, cause a similar study to be made to review the fairness, equity and proportionality of the rates and charges for sewage services on a continuing basis.  The studies shall be conducted by Town officers or employees, a firm of certified public accountants or a firm of consulting engineers in firms which have experience in such studies, or by a combination of officers, employees, certified public accountants or engineers the Town determines to be best under the circumstances.

60.018   MANAGEMENT OF THE TOWN SEWEERAGE SYSTEM

The Town shall make and enforce by-laws and regulations it deems necessary for the safe, economical and efficient management of the Town sewerage system, pumping stations and sewage treatment works, for the construction and use of house sewers and connections to the sewerage treatment works, for the construction and use of house sewers and connection to 

The sewerage system, and for the regulation, collection, rebating and refunding of rates and charges.

60.019   PROHIBIT DUMPING AND HARMFUL WASTES IN SYSTEM

The Town may prohibit dumping of wastes into the Town sewerage system which, in its discretion, are deemed harmful to the operation of the Town Sewage treatment works, or which require methods affecting pretreatment of the wastes to comply with the pretreatment standards included in the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued to the sewage works.

60.020   RESOLVE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN USERS AND OFFICIALS

Any differences that may arise between users and officials of the sewage works, which cannot be resolved at the level maybe, appealed to the Fairmount Town Council.

60.021   FEE FOR SEPTIC TANK HAULERS

Septic tank haulers shall be permitted to unload untreated sewage at the sewage treatment plant upon payment of a fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for the first one thousand (1,000) gallons of untreated sewage unload, and five cents (.05) for each additional gallon of untreated sewage unloaded at the sewage treatment plant.  A penalty of ten percent (10%) shall be added for the failure of a sewage hauler to pay within sixteen (16) days from the date that the bill has been mailed by the Town.  If the bill is not paid by the seventh (7th) day of the month following the month when the bill was initially sent by the Town, the septic tank hauler will not be permitted to unload any further untreated sewage at the sewage treatment plant.  However, under any circumstances, the Town, by and through its department head for its sewage utility, may refuse to accept any septic tank hauler which he determines, in his discretion, would be harmful to the operation of the Town Sewage Treatment Works.  
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