WATER RATE AND USAGE ORDINANCE

CHAPTER 63:  Water Rate and Usage
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63.01 TITLE

     The Town Council of the Town of Fairmount finds that the existing rates and charges for the use of and service rendered by the waterworks of said Town are too low and are insufficient to enable the Town to properly operate and maintain its waterworks plant, to provide for depreciation, to pay service on indebtedness of the waterworks and maintain a debt service reserve, finance necessary extensions, betterment and improvements to the system, to provide a reasonable return and to make payments in lieu of taxes, all as is provided  for by IC8-1-5-3-8, and the existing rates and charges should be increased.

63.02 RATES AND CHARGES

(1) There shall be and it hereby established for the use of the service rendered by the Water works system of the Town of Fairmount, the following rates and charges, based on the use of water supplied by said Water Works System:

Metered Rates:

Consumption Per Month                                            Rate Per 1,000 Gallons

First

2,000 Gals.



      
$8.88
Next

3,000 Gals




  6.69
Next

5,000 Gals




  6.34
Next
          10,000 Gals




  5.01
Next              30,000 Gals                                                         4.00
Next
          50,000 Gals




  3.66
Next
        100,000 Gals




  3.33
Minimum Monthly Charge

Meter Size

5/8” – ¾”





          $ 17.76
1”







 31.17
1 ½”







 49.84
2”







 81.56
3”






           135.54
4”






           199.65
6”






           339.70
Fire Protection Service

Municipal Hydrants – per hydrant – per annum

$150.00

Private Hydrants – per hydrant – per annum


  247.35

Private Fire Protection Services

2” – per annum





$   54.95
3” – per annum





   122.85
4” – per annum





   218.20
6” – per annum





   491.30
8” – per annum




               872.65
10”- per annum





1,363.95
Municipal Drinking Fountains – per annum


$ 136.60
63.03 GENERAL CONDITIONS

(1) It is hereby made a condition prior to the use of water by any consumer, and to the permission to tap any main or connect service pipes with any main, that no person will be entitled to damages for any stoppage of water supply occasioned by accident to any part of the Water Works, or for repairs of machinery, fire hydrants or mains.  The Town reserves the right to restrict use of water for any and all purposed except domestic and fire purposes.

(2) A person desiring a normal installation with water main adjacent to property must hire a licensed plumber to do the work, but no plumber shall do said work until the necessary tap fees have been paid and a permit issued by the waterworks superintendent.  Taps will made only by Fairmount Utility.  The water works superintendent must inspect all work at meter box before being covered up.  Costs of running service to any property will be at the expense of the property owner.  Tap fees of One Thousand and Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) shall be paid at the water office.  Twenty per cent (20%) of the tap fee will be placed in a special fund for the repairs and replacement of equipment used in making a water tap.
(3)    A person wanting to tap into the water main must first pay a tap fee at the Water Office of  One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500).  If any employee or agent of the Town is required to assist in any manner with the connection, opening into, use, alter, or disturbing of such public water lines besides the inspection, the owner of such property will be  required to reimburse the Town for all costs and expense incurred by such Town assisting in such connection.

(4)  Service pipes intended to supply two or more distinct premises, or tenements (trailer courts are exempt) must be provided with a separate and distinct meter for each tenement.

(5)
All owners or occupants are forbidden to furnish water or allow the same to be taken from their private hydrants or from their premises by any person without written permit signed by the Superintendent of the Water Works.

(6) No person shall take water from any public or private hydrant, faucet, residence or   fountain, except for fire purposes, unless authorized by the Water Works Superintendent or by the Town Clerk, or for use by the Fire Department.  No one may use or take any water supplied by the Water Works from a hydrant, faucet, or fountain without first making arrangements for payment or paying for it in advance, and receiving a receipt from the Water Works Superintendent, or the Town Clerk.

(7) Consumers vacating premises must give notice at the Water Office in order that the water may be turned off, or they will be held responsible for the water bills until such notice is given.  Landlords are responsible for unpaid bills for their rentals.  No water will be turned on until all late bills are paid in full.

(8) All pipes or hydrants placed in or above building for fire hose, kept constantly attached.  Any openings found in such pipes without hose attached or the use of such hose for any other purpose that the extinguishing of fires will subject the premises to regular assessments.

(9) In all cases where services are connected directly to boilers or other hot water fixtures likely to cause a back pressure, a check valve must be placed on the service pipe, and any damage done to meters by back pressure from hot water shall be paid by the consumer.

(10) The Water Works Superintendent personally, or any person delegated for the purpose, must at all reasonable hours have free access to all parts of the premises to which water is delivered, for the purpose of reading, repairing, or removing water meters belonging to the Fairmount Water Works.

(11) All persons are forbidden to cover up or in any way interfere with any curb box, valve box, hydrant, meter or meter box, and will be held responsible for any and all damages done.

(12) All persons are forbidden to turn water on or off at the meter box, unless authorized by the water Superintendent.  When ready to be turned on or off they must report to the Water Office.  A penalty of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75) will be charged to any consumer for opening the meter box.  If damage is done to the meter setup by consumer, cost of repair will be charged to the consumer in addition to the penalty above.

(13)  Collection of Water bills in two or more units on the controlled by a “Master Meter”

A.  Two (2) or more dwelling units such as mobile homes, apartments, or housekeeping rooms are supplied with water by the Town and the quantity of water is measured by a single water meter (“master meter”) when the individual units may have separate meters (“secondary meter”).
B. If payment is not made for any of the individual units within thirty (30) days of the due date, the town shall notify the owner of the real estate upon; which the dwelling units are located of the failure of the tenant to make timely payments.  If the owner does not turn off the secondary meter to the dwelling unit which has not make timely payments, the Town may then close out the individual unit’s account and apply the deposit toward the unpaid balance.  The owner of the real estate shall thereafter be filled upon the master meter which will include the dwelling unit for which payment have not been made.

C. Nothing herein shall limit the Town’s ability to file its liens for unpaid utility bills as proved by Indiana Code.

63.04  METER REGULATIONS:

All service shall require a meter deposit before the water service will be connected, as per the following schedule:

5/8” meter x ¾” meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00

1” Meter
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $60.00

1 ½” Meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $60.00

2” Meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $90.00

3” Meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00

4” Meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00

6” Meter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150.00

1. All services not set out in the above schedule shall be metered.

2. The Town Council or the Water Works Superintendent shall in all cases determine the size and location of the meter.

3. Where meters are set in basements or cellars the consumer will be required to keep    the surroundings of the meter clean and of easy access and protect same from freezing or damages.

4.  Should any meter fail to register the quantity of water passing through the same, consumer will be charged their average from months prior to failure, or by such other average as determined by the Water Clerk.

5.  The Town will own, control, and set all meters, plumbers and all other persons are forbidden to interfere with or change locations of any meters without first obtaining permission to do so from the President of the Town Council or the Water Works Superintendent.

6. Any person, firm or corporation vacating premises without paying all water bills up to the time of vacation will not be supplied with water through any other service until all such back water bills are paid.

7. All bills shall be due and payable on the fourth (4th) day of the month following date of billing.  Bills unpaid twenty (20) days following date of billing shall include a penalty of 10% on the first $3.00 of unpaid billing, and 3% on the balance in excess of $3.00 of unpaid billing.

8. If a bill is not paid as above provided, the water utility shall have the right to disconnect service.  In the event of such disconnection, a charge of $20.00 shall be made for the reconnecting of such service for the same user.  If the reconnection occurs after regular business hours a charge of $30.00 shall be made for reconnection.

9. Water furnished to temporary users, such as contractors, circuses, etc. shall be charged on the basis of gallonage as estimated or metered by the Water Works Superintendent.

10. When a leak occurs, the sewage charge will be adjusted to the average consumption registered by meter before the leak or as determined by the Water Clerk.  If the leak is discovered when meters are being read, sewage will be adjusted on the next two (2) bills only if the leak is fixed.

11. Only one month will be adjusted for a consumer with a faulty meter, being charged at their average before the meter stopped working, and paying this average, only to complain at a later date that their average was to high due to change in family or any other reason.

12. Meters will be read each month when weather permits.  When meters cannot be read, billing will be based on average usage during the past six (6) months.  When meters are read the following month, consumer will be billed for any excess used over the average.  The Town Council or the Water Works Superintendent may direct consumer to let water run to prevent freezing of meters, in which case, consumers will be charged for only their average.  If average usage exceeds actual usage, the consumer will be billed only the unbilled water used for the time period when the bills were estimated.

13. Anyone filling swimming pools or using excessive water must call the Water Office at the time of use, so the bill can be adjusted for sewage only.

14. If a check is returned for insufficient funds, there will be a $25.00 charged for each check returned.  After two checks have been returned for NSF the consumer will be required to make payment either by cash or money order.

15. A consumer wanting the water turned off for repairs will be turned off the first time at no charge.  For each additional time within a thirty (30) days period, a fee of $10.00 will be charged each time the meter is turned off.

16.  Cross-Connections are illegal, and any time the Water Works find a cross-connection and notifies the property owner, the owner will remove immediately, or the water will be disconnected.

17. Any consumer requesting service turned off for the winter or vacation will be charged a $15.00 reconnecting fee when service is reconnected.

63.04  WATER DEPRECIATION ACCOUNT

A. The Town of Fairmount, Indiana shall continue to maintain a depreciation account for the purpose of the maintenance, extension, and additions of new construction to the property of the water works of the Town of Fairmount, Indiana.

B. Twelve percent (12%) of the gross revenues of said water works shall be paid into the “depreciation account”, which funds shall thereafter be retained and invested for the benefit of the water works until such time as the same shall be utilized by the Town Council of Fairmount, Indiana, for the maintenance, extension, additions or new construction for the use and benefit of the operation of the water works for the Town of Fairmount, Indiana.

63.05 Special Purpose Water

A  Special purpose water means water which is requested to be provided by the Fairmount Utility Department to be utilized for a limited term and for purposes other than drinking water or for sewage usage.
1.  For any person wishing to request special purpose water, he shall first be required to file a written work order for service in the Utility Water office and shall supply all information requested upon such written work order.

2. Fairmount Utility Department shall install a meter for the purpose of measuring         the amount of water which may be used for the special purpose water.

3. All water used at the site shall be invoiced pursuant to the rate schedule in effect in the Town of Fairmount, Indiana. Such charges shall be the responsibility of the customer who requested the installation of the meter and use of the special purpose water, irrespective of whether or not the customer is the owner of the property to which the water is being supplied.  Such invoice shall be subject to all the same requirements concerning payment as provided for within Section 63.

4. The Town of Fairmount shall have the right to reject any application for a valid reason.  If any usual construction or equipment expenses are to be involved in furnishing this service, the Town may require the contract to be a specified period of time before the service shall be provided.

5. A set up charge of $25.00 at each address and each occurrence shall be charged for the installing, removing, testing of plumbing and invoicing the special purpose water for any accounts established for less than a three (3) month period.

6. The original customer shall be responsible for all charges incurred for supplying the water until the Town receives notice to discontinue the service

B  Discontinuance of Service.

1.  If any user shall desire to discontinue the special purpose water service, the user must notify the Utility Department and provide a specific date upon which the service is to be discontinued.  Such notice shall be provided at least five (5) days in advance to provide a reasonable opportunity for the Town to obtain a final meter reading.  Any failure to provide notice as indicated herein shall obligate the user to all charges by the Town for the special purpose water furnished until such time as the Utility Department has been notified of the desire to discontinue service.
2.  If all services is to be removed, the user shall notify the Utility Department that service is no longer required and request removal of the meter by the Town.

3. Any person leaving an address who still has unpaid utility charges shall continue to be liable for those user charges even after moving it they failed to notify the Fairmount Utility Department and request a discontinuance of water service and/or removal of the water meter.  Any user who fails to make payment for the unpaid water invoice for a period in excess of 45 days after billing, the Town may discontinue service to the user at his current address.

4. If all service is to be removed, the user shall notify the Utility Department that service is no longer required and request removal of the meter by the Town.

5. Any person leaving an address who still has unpaid utility charges shall continue to be liable for those user charges even after moving if they have failed to notify the Fairmount Utility Department and request a discontinuance of water service and/or removal of the water meter. Any user who fails to make payment for the unpaid water invoice for a period in excess of 45 days after billing, the Town may discontinue service to the user at his current address.
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